. . * _ - 
S » . & * Py wy ys * ” : S _ Ra - , 14 » 
* "-” 0 4.4 = q , JF 3.6 b a : J \ : 
* >. Cs | - ry , hy S © . . ? : c _ a Kt ; y "y » 
72 0 7 oh tt + . ' IR »&L 
a | x bs 2 SY - + * q ; - - , "6 . (2 
wP.. - 7 _ - y A Eb - 
14 b 3 ” 4 ey ® P 4 w $ 
£ c% k % wes << - T4 s = 
: © | (- 4 
4 : 7 


- 


| of 
SAM 
= F 

; -E: | 


= 
: 


_” 
£73.46 
—_— 
% . >. 
: " 
iu , 


aw 


=” LETTERtoa MEMBER 
+ - Of the Houſe of Commons, 


B13 C oncerning the Proceedings againſt the 
, | Biſhop of Sr. David's. | 


OUR bei ized at the ways and methods taken « and pur- 2 
> ſaed againſt Pay rim" Ihr Biſhop is but what I ng, 2 | 7 
, 


perſon of your knowledge and Integrity; and is to the zeal 

which der bet vari changes, and [cur alogp in the E) 

lick Miniſtry, you have always expreſsd for the maintai ne,” * 
Ants cf Forms, which have aed wo be breed, inte Jadging nnd Dechingat— 
aries and Forms, which have uſed to rved, in iding of 
Cauſes, whether Civil or Eccleſiaſtical. lf 

And as you wiſely foreſee the fatal conſequences, which will enſue upon a 
Conniv ace at Imevations, as well as at Injuſtice, in the exerciſe of Judicial 
rity; ſo you may very juſtly be aſtoniſh'd, that any ſhould be found bold 
to venture upon the one, or the tother, ander the Reign of a Prince, Advanced 
and Eſtabliſt'd, for the Retrival and Vindication of thoſe Properties, Rights, Pri- 
vie and Cuſtoms, which were faid to have been ſupplanted, invaded and 
violated. 

Nor are you miſtaken in thinking, that for any veſted with a Power of. Judica- 
ture to'At Partially, is of Alliance and Affinity ,to their Atting Unjuſtly. And. 
whoſoever is capable.of doing it, gone his deſign to be the * udging of Men; 
and not Cares, and that inſtead of thewing an Indignation agai imes, he in- 
tznds the exerciſing of Pique and Revenge againſt particalar Perſons : Or that what 
he cannot, or hath not the courage to attempt the doing of in way of force and 
violence, he will by a perverſion of Juſtice, endeavour to compaſs and accompliſh, 
under the covert and umbrage of a P that ſhall be ſtiled Legal. 

And whoſoever cormpareth the Caſes of the Biſhop of St. David's, and of the 
Biſhop of St. Aſaph together, and confidereth how much the Latter, under ſcanda- 
lous and flagrant offences, is the obje& of anpreſidented forbearance and lenity ; 
while the Other upon accuſations leſs heinous, and in the eſteem of many far from 
being evidently proved, hath been dealt with in an unexemplified manner of ſe- 
verity and vigour, will bz tempted to believe, that Love and Hatred have a grea- 
ter influence upon ſome People in the /W2uunn of Judicial Power, than is fairly 
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hereby aim at, is the awak- 
Houſe of Commons, to think of what dangerous 
at this, may be td the whole Conſtitution of 'tbe 
| it may f. be elſwhere, to Encroachments 
other Legal! Af/ſemblies, For if I donot great- 
ſhape and beareth the face of an Offence, which [ 

» bat for which your Honourable Houſe may pofli- 
bly find ſuch 2 Title, as ſome of our great and preſuming Ctergy-men have. 


bee made to- ſuffer ander and heretofore. 


But to- come more directly rticularly ta the Caſe of the Biſhop of St. 
David's, of which you have required me to Give you my Sentiments and Opini- 


Officio, and the Depriving him thereupon, and conſequently thereunto . 
at I muſt that if | be treaty miſtaken, the whole Proceed "4 
reference to both, hath been Coram non Fudicce. For as none can Legally be a 
| iction, in Re- 

uriſdiction, muſt be founded in, and War- 
ich both Cloatheth him with a Right, and Power. 


hath not given, for any S:ngle and Indivi an alone to aſſume the Shut- 
ting out md Dolaptee 0 gs > , and that thro' a 
Aiveneſs, Inſufficiency, and petency in his Authority, his attempting 


to-do it,, becomes , and his pretending to have done it, is rendred In- 

valid: for any Afb to. offer to- Depoſe a Biſhop, or for Biſhop to 

take upen him to- Depoſe any of the Inferiour Clerey a Beneficio, othrviſe than 

the Verdi& of a Jury on a Trial in our Courts of Common Law; is dire- 

ly repugnant to the- received and known Laws of the Land, aud is an open 
Invaſion-upen- the - Right and Property of the SubjeR. 

Sir, $o:rendil acknowledge, that there belongeth to an Ach Biſhop, not 
only a- Priority with reſpe&tto his Comprovincials but likewiſe a kind of Supey;- 
ority over them, which being implied in his very Stile and Title, the Suffragants 
of his Province, do before their Conſecration, promiſe Reverence and ience- 
upto him ; but. we: are. not from that. to inferr his having an a =. 

| ti- 


ble Deny of thei? Metropolitan, toprocted Jodiciahy ret then ens 
e er Metr tan, to 1 : al- 
ways that hedo it in the way and method that Lawsof the Land do allow, 
and in which th: Diſcipline of the Chriſtian Church hath deen Executed; | 
And here I amoblig'd to' tell you, that the greateſt loſs and defet which the 
Church of England continueth under fince the Reformation, is-that we' have nor» 
Statutes and ARs of Parliament, fo clearly and ſufficiently provided- for the. 
nizance and Judicature of diverſe Eccleſiaftical Caſes, and for Animadverſion. 
Spiritual Offences, and for the x ome. ar ing of and. concerning» 
== as could be wiſhed, and ſeems to be ex tent, For as | take to beuncon-- 
txoulably true, that all Eccleſiaſtic.il Furiſditt;on, was'by the Common Law lodged 
anciently in the Crown, that all Biſhops and Spiritual. Perſons, derived.their» 
Juriſdiction from thence ;, ſo the whole that was done at the Reformation, in refe- 
rence to the Exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical Authority and Diſciptine, was the Reſcuing 
and Vindicating of the State: and Church from Papal Invaſions and 
and the Reſtoring to the Crown, the Ancient Juriſdi&ion 
aſtical and Spiritual, and the Aboliſhing of all 
the ſame ;, but without fully and diſtin&tly providing and 
reſtored JuriddiRion, to be 
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not only totally and finally Aboliſhed, and 1he Clanje of the Aft, 1 Eliz. : 
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whereby wemuſt ieck to be enlightned and i in this mat- 
recourſe to the-Srature of the 25. Hen, 8. cap. 19. Where after a 
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IT near us as Lambeth, than it would be to have One at | 
- be permit me to add, that the Challenging « 

iſdicti a Biſhop, othertiſe =. ey, ,hath been at all _ | 

nd every where, upon, as a matter of that ons conſequence to 

Churth, thatnot only the Council of Treir, ( tho' the Popes by and ſaid to 

have the Holy V4 am the Guiding of them in their Decrees, ſent from Rome 4n 


Jaridically. So 
that rn Ar of the Metropolitical Power, as 
welt as any e him, or ſince ever Cid, and who had as much_ Courage, as 


Man . 

goed azainſt, had the Cauſe brogfe into the High Commiſſion Court, and when 
he found it needful that the Biſhop of Gloceſter ſhould be Ecclefiaftically Ar- 
raigned and Judged, he brooght him before the Convocation, where he was ju- - 
dicially-ConviRted and Sentenced, For as was Declared in a Conncil held at Lox- 
don . 1175 that thereaſor why Councils are Conver'd is, that they who have the 
chief Paſtoral Care, may puniſh Offences and Crimes upon advice given by Common . 
Conſent. So Dr. Burnet poſiitvely aſſerts in his Hiff. Refor. Pol 2, Cup. Þ. 391. 
that no- Biſhop can b: Depoſed or Thruſt from bis Order, unleſs it be done by a S;- 
mod of Biſhops, But how far he may therein differ from the Judgment of the 

reſent- Biſhop of Salisbxry, 1 do leave others to inquire. ” 1 cannot for- 
four obſerving, bow greatly the foremention'd Dy. and the ſaid ' Biſhop, are of 
contrary Setſtements to one an other in a very conſiderable and momentous 
Cauſe. Namely. that whereas the Doftor was the Declaiming Satyriſt and the 
Theological Inveigher againſt the French King, becanſe of his having Ordained, 
| that Children ſhould in their Minority, be forced and taken away from their 
| Proteſtart Parents, in order to be Poptſhly Educated ;, yet the Biſhop of Salis- 

bury doth avow - himſelf the Advocate and Partizan for the Introdution and 

| paſſing of a B // in the Houſe of Lords, to Authorize the forcing and ſnatchinz 
away' of Infants from a Father, becauſe of his being a Rom#1 Carholick, that 
may” be Bred - in the Reformed Religion. _*Tho the chief motive anto i 
thoubgriby ſome to be his gratifing of the Mother, in the having Converted of 
whom, he'feems to 'valne and put an eſtimate upon himſelf, I 
that there ate thoſe who believe, he will rather gain Infamy, than | te ps 
by- it; And-ſeeing all People, who are Morally and Conſcientiouſly honeſt i" 
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